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Republic Through Action 

 Benjamin Franklin, at the closure of the Constitutional Convention, was quoted as 

stating in response to the type of government formed, “A republic, if you can 

keep it.”   After experiencing the tyrannical British monarchy and the ineffective 

Articles of Confederation, in 1787, a group of 55 delegates, known as the 

Founding Fathers, drafted the Constitution at Independence Hall in Philadelphia.  

The Constitution, per Article IV, Section 4, established the government, and 

guaranteed to each state a “Republican Form” of government.  The Founding 

Fathers implemented a republican form of government, which allowed 

participation from each citizen, and flexibility for change, albeit, not easily, rather 

than a (direct) democracy, which could change at the whims of the majority in 

rule.   

 Understanding the contrasting principles between a (direct) democracy and a 

republic form of government is essential in order to understand the Constitution.  

A (direct) democracy occurs when each person has a vote and the majority 

controls the power, while the minority is powerless.  Essentially, a direct 

democracy is mob rule.  However, a republic represents the voice of a majority 

through elected representatives and the minority is protected due to the majority 

adhering to a set of established principles.  The United States is a representational 

republic due to its citizens voting and electing individuals to represent them in 

government.  The Founding Fathers, understanding direct democracy was too 

similar to being ruled by a tyrannical monarchy, established a republic that 

ensured the people would govern themselves in the framework of established 

principles, rather than what “felt” good for the moment.  

 The Founding Fathers rejected democracy and instead embraced a republic for 

the federal and state governments.  They were educated about the failings of past 

democracies as indicated in Federalist Paper No.10, “[democracies] have…been as 

short in their lives as they have been violent in their deaths.”  The 55 delegates 

who attended the Constitutional Convention at various times over a four month 

period, debated, negotiated, and reconciled many issues, including weak or 



strong federal government, the limits of government, individual rights, etc., 

however, one issue that is absent in the available records is the idea that the 

United States should be a direct democracy.  Regardless of the differences and 

opinions about the new government, they all understood it would need to be a 

republic, rather than a direct democracy.  

 The republic form of government created by the Constitution of the United 

States has been in existence for 230 years.  Although not perfect from its 

inception, as evident by the language referencing slavery and Indians in Article I 

and IV, the document, through Amendments, has evolved and improved over 

time for all citizens, including those that initially weren’t considered full citizens.  

As Benjamin Franklin clearly conveyed, it is the people that must keep the 

republic.  In other words, the people must be active in their republic in order for it 

to thrive and exist.  The citizens must actively participate in all levels of 

government; local, state, and federal! 


